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Beloved in Christ, all of us are here because of our hope for eternal life; the answer lies in the readings. When a 

scripture scholar puts the question to Jesus. ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ As the good 

teacher, Jesus does not feed him with the answer, but asks his opinion about the question. The lawyer said: ‘You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all 

your mind; and your neighbor as yourself’(Lk.10:27). Jesus praises him for his understanding and urges him to 

do this and eternal life will be his portion.  It sounds simple. But keeping both dimensions, loving God and 

loving your neighbor is the most difficult commandment.  

Although in Matthew 22: 37- 40 and Mark 12:30-31, it was Jesus himself who answered the question about the 

greatest commandment:  to love God and neighbor. However, in Luke’s Gospel, to love God and neighbor 

appears as an answer given by a questioning lawyer who wished to know the way to eternal life (Lk.10:27). The 

story can be split into two parts: verses 25-28 (the lawyer’s question) and verses 29-37 (the story of ‘the Good 

Samaritan’). The story is only found in Luke. The context demands application from the law, and so Jesus’s 

answer is made up of a combination of two quotations: first, Dt 6:5 (‘you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might’); and, second, a part of Lev19:18 (‘you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself’). However, Luke wants to show that this love of neighbor that Jesus preached was 

far more demanding than anything that was normally expected as part of the law  

For Jesus, neighbor means anyone of any nation who is in need regardless of his/her status in life. Again, it is he 

or she who does not hesitate to extend a helping hand when it is sorely needed is a neighbor. The story is not 

about how to treat others in a passive sense; it is to draw out that the call to inherit eternal life is the call to 

love others.  As a matter of fact, love has to get near and get involved. Love by its very nature cannot keep its 

distance. This is a deliberate act of reaching out to others in need.  That is why the first reading tells us that it is 

not difficult to observe the commandment. It is very near to us, it is in “your mouth and in your heart for 

observance” (Dt.30:14). 

The priest and the Levite are both automatically insiders to the Jewish group: they obviously should be 

neighbors. They know the law and the prophets; they know that they have a duty of service to the community of 

Israel; they represent the legalistic Jews without mercy. They were going to the Temple to serve God but 

they failed to notice God in the suffering man (Mt.25: 40). According to Jewish law, touching a dead body 

made a person unclean (Numbers 19:11-13). If the man happened to be dead, the priest and the Levite, who 

were on their way to the temple in Jerusalem, could not have officiated at the temple; therefore, they could not 

take the risk of helping the man. 

We tend to praise the Samaritan and say that he was a good neighbor – and indeed he was for he showed mercy. 

But look a little more closely at the end of the story. Who exactly has found a neighbor? It is the beaten up Jew 

who has discovered a neighbor, in the one who showed mercy – despite the fact that he is one of those wretched 

Samaritans. Let us break barriers of racism; nepotism; favoritism and be a neighbor to all who are in need.  

Let us know that through our baptism all of us are called to holiness. 

Finally, dear friends; “The Good Samaritan”- is it the best story ever written, because we know it so well? The 

parable challenges us on many levels: the inclusiveness of everyone as our neighbor; the way we can pass by 

people in need; and the most rejected people can respond positively.  This parable makes us wonder how often 

we miss tragedy under our noses and how many suffer because of the cruelty of others. It is mainly a story that 

asks us to respond as positively as we can to all human needs, whether or not they are emotional, psychological 

or spiritual. The final words to take from the Gospel today are simple yet difficult – ‘go and do the same 

yourself.’ May God give us grace to see God in our neighbors. Amen! 

 


