
4th Sunday of Lent Homily Year C March 2019         Father Patrick’s Reflections 

 

Beloved in Christ, today’s readings depict God as a Merciful Father. In effect, the message Jesus is conveying 

through this parable is that, God is the most merciful of all the fathers towards those who abandon sin and return to 

Him. That is why we need to reconcile with God to experience His mercy. We should see the need for reconciliation 

in our day to day life. Reconciliation is needed between friends, children, parents… In today's second reading, we 

read about Saint Paul is imploring the Corinthians to be reconciled with God (2 Cor.5:20). What takes place in the 

reconciliation? In today's parable, we read that the father, who saw his lost son while he was still a long way off, was 

filled with compassion. The father ran to him, embraced him and kissed him (Lk.15:20). He did not even utter the 

words, "I forgive you." Rather, his action said it all. At that time, all that mattered to him was his son.  This is how 

our God is in the sacrament of confession. In our reconciliation with God, God forgives us of our sins and draws us 

fully into His love. The forgiveness of God and reconciliation with Him lead us to a stronger bond with Him than 
ever before.   

In this parable Jesus is asking us to examine three characters-- the younger son, the elder son and the father. 

Actually, Jesus is presenting them to us so that we might take a look at ourselves in them. How does each one of 

these characters mirror us, our attitudes and our condition relative to God? Parables invite us to enter into the actors 

and see ourselves in them. The first is the younger son. It’s important for us to pay attention to his fundamental 

condition. The first thing to see is his radical departure from his loving father. When he asks for his inheritance, he 

isn’t just asking for a big sum of money. He is in effect saying to his father: “I’m treating you as if you’re dead, and 

seek to get now what I’m supposed to receive after you’re dead “. How many people do you know who live and act 
as if God is dead…?   But it is only the fool who says there is no God… (Ps.14;1). 

As a matter of fact, when we walk away from God, we enter in to an untold misery, as the prodigal son ended up in 

the slop with the pigs (Lk.15:16), until he came to his senses (Luke 15:17) and began to recognize the truth. It was 

then, and only then, that he was able to come back into touch with reality and recognize that he could trust his 

father to forgive him, and again, that he needed to go and openly admit to his father that he was wrong and ask for 

his father’s forgiveness (Lk.15:18). This required humility, along with faith, hope, and courage. It required a 

radical overthrow of his previously held attitudes and convictions.  We also ought to fight against our evil 

inclinations and try to overcome them before we enter into addictions. 

The unexpected arrival of the son at home brought about the climax of the parable. His father received him without 

reproach and even expressed extreme joy of having him back safe and sound, so that he ordered for a banquet that 

sums up all (Lk.15:24).  We need to see ourselves in the attitude and love of the father, and change our attitude of the 

prodigal son and self–righteousness of the elder son. Jesus narrated this parable to teach us how sin turns us into 

slaves, but God always longs to bring us back into His holy family. Jesus urges us to repent, so that we may become 
once again the loving children that God created us to be through our baptism.  

Now, let us pay attention to the elder brother, the one whose righteousness was cold, hard, and even bitter. Like 

many of the Pharisees who knew Jesus, they resented the generosity of God’s love as it was manifested in the life 

and attitudes of Jesus. They resented His generosity in forgiving sinners. But what we should note is that Jesus only 

forgave those who were truly penitent, those who genuinely admitted that they needed to trust God’s merciful 

forgiveness, those who overcame their independence, overcame their denial and then surrendered to God’s love.   
 

In conclusion brothers and sisters, when the prodigal son came back to his senses, his father received him tenderly in 

his arms and kissed him. The father ordered his servants to dress him properly with the best robe, a pair of sandals 

and a ring. This is how God receives us at the sacrament of confession, He throws away our sins and reinstates us 

into the state of grace.  Let us take advantage of this season of grace to make a good confession and receive God’s 
mercy and blessings. Amen!    


